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Contradictory Reports On Shooting Of Nicaraguan Citizen
At U.S. Embassy Compound In Managua
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, July 31, 1987
In the aftermath of a shooting incident on July 28 inside or near the US Embassy compound in
Managua, the US and Nicaraguan governments have issued contradictory versions of the event.
Both sides say their stories are based on "eyewitness accounts." Roger (or Roy) Nelson, a 21-year-
old Nicaraguan citizen, apparently visited the US Embassy on Tuesday afternoon. After leaving the
compound, he apparently returned later the same afternoon, and became involved in some type
of altercation with Nicaraguan police outside the compound charged with protecting the embassy
grounds and personnel. In an attempt to re-enter the compound, he was shot by the police. US and
Nicaraguan accounts agree on this much of what happened. The following summarizes Nicaraguan
and US versions of the incident. Washington: On July 29, State Department spokesman Charles
Redman said the US was filing formal diplomatic protests with the Nicaraguan government over a
July 28 shooting incident at the US Embassy in Managua in which a Nicaraguan citizen was severely
wounded. He said Nicaraguan Ambassador to the US, Carlos Tunnerman, had been summoned to
the Department to receive the protest against what he called "this outrageous behavior." A similar
protest note was to be delivered in Managua. Redman reported that a Nicaraguan policeman shot
and severely wounded a Nicaraguan citizen who was on embassy grounds at about 4 p.m. Tuesday.
"The United States views this incident with grave concern. The individual was unarmed and posed
no threat to the Embassy or its personnel. The action is a clear violation of the Vienna Convention
on the norms of civilized diplomatic practice." Redman said the man identified himself to embassy
officials as Roy Nelson, a Nicaraguan citizen, aged 21. He added that the Nicaraguan Red Cross
identified him as Roger Kems. Redman stated that the man had come into the embassy "asking
to speak to the ambassador. He ended up, as is common, speaking with the security officer at the
embassy for about an hour and then he left voluntarily." Redman said, "There was an altercation of
some sort outside the embassy with a police official. That was broken up by some people associated
with the embassy. And at some point after that, this shooting incident occurred." The spokesman
continued by saying that the man had come back onto the embassy grounds when he was shot.
"The crucial fact here is that this individual was non-threatening. He was on embassy property. The
policeman shot this individual with his rifle, narrowly missing an embassy guard, firing two or three
shots inside the embassy compound." Nicaragua: On the evening of July 29, a Nicaraguan Interior
Ministry official, Brigade Commander Rene Vivas, told reporters that the Nicaraguan police (known
as the Policia Sandinista) had acted in accordance with the Vienna Convention when they prevented
a "deranged" individual from entering the US embassy compound in Managua. The Convention,
he said, obligates state security forces to protect foreign diplomatic missions and prevent damages
to embassy property. Vivas declared that the policemen noted that Roger Nelson had earlier been
escorted out of the compound by embassy security personnel. When Nelson returned later at
about 4 p.m. local time, said Vivas, he was "irrational," and insisted on re-entering the grounds.
Policeman Carlos Nunez fired a warning shot to convince Nelson that he should leave the area.
After Nelson ignored the warning, Nunez shot at him. Next, the ministry official asserted that only
two shots fired hit a target. One "slightly wounded" Nelson, and another nicked a gate leading into
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the compound. According to Vivas, Nelson was not wounded inside the embassy compound, but
rather outside on Nicaraguan territory. After he was wounded, embassy security guards took him
inside the compound. Vivas stated that Nicaraguan authorities do not attempt to prohibit the entry
of any person into the compound. On the day in question, he said, Nelson was obviously deranged
and considered a possible threat to the US diplomatic mission. Finally, Vivas claimed that in its on-
going campaign to discredit the Nicaraguan government, Washington had distorted the facts of the
incident. Earlier on Wednesday, Sandinista Police official Silvio Castro said Nelson was wounded
in Nicaraguan territory and had struggled with a policeman. According to Castro, the man had
visited the embassy earlier, and was escorted outside at 2 p.m. local time when the embassy security
personnel realized he was mentally imbalanced. He said he was notified at 4 p.m. local time by
embassy security that Nelson had been shot inside the compound. (Basic data from several reports
by AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, PRENSA LATINA, 07/29/87, 07/30/87)
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